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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Application Number 09/834, 264 was filed on 04/12/2001. Claims 1-13 
are subject to examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless- 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Levosky (US 2002/0087641 A1). 

Referring to claim 1, 

The reference teaches a method of routing electronic mail messages to a user 
with a server, the method comprising the steps of:(1) receiving at a mail server 
an electronic mail message having a destination address;(2) receiving from a 
user at the mail server an identification of a main electronic mail address and at 
least one alias electronic mail address;(3) comparing the destination address to 
the main and at least one alias electronic mail addresses; and (4) transmitting the 
electronic mail message to an address determined as a result of the comparing 
step, (page 1, para.[0016], page 3, para. [0049]). 
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Referring to claim 2, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein step (4) comprises: 
transmitting the electronic mail message to the destination address when the 
destination address is indicated as a main address; and transmitting the 
electronic mail message to a main address when the destination address is 
indicated as an alias address corresponding to the main address, (page 2, para. 
[0040], The reference teaches that "The Alias Email server will only send 
messages to clients registered to use the service provided by the Alias-Email 
Server.", page 3, para. [0047], The reference teaches that "It is generally 
recommended that the user create a new address whenever a new Website 
request for an Email address is made, so that the user can distinguish between 
responses from different vendors. Thus, additional alias Email addresses can be 
generated corresponding to the same user name, with or without different text 
features and TYPE selections. Thus, the database may contain more than one 
alias user record corresponding to the same user name. However, no two alias 
user records may contain the same alias Email address." Thus the reference 
teaches that user is in control of specifying to the system at which address the 
user would like to forward the incoming emails, whether it is a main address or 
an alias address corresponding to the main address.) 
Referring to claim 3, 

The reference teaches a method of providing an electronic mail service to users, 
the method comprising the steps of: (1) registering a main electronic mail 
address for a user; (2) providing at least one alias electronic mail address to the 
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user; and (3) delivering electronic messages addressed to the main address and 
electronic mail messages addressed to the at least one alias address to a single 
electronic mail inbox. (page 3, para. [0049], page 1, para. [0019] and [0020]) 
Referring to claim 4, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 3, further including the step of: (4) 
allowing the user to manage the at least one alias electronic mail address, (page 
2, para. [0040], The reference teaches that The Alias Email server will only send 
messages to clients registered to use the service provided by the Alias-Email 
Server.", page 2, para. [0042] and page 3, para. [0043], [0044], [0045], [0046] 
and [0047]) 
Referring to claim 5, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 4, wherein the allowing steps 
comprises allowing the user to delete alias electronic mail addresses, (page 2, 
para. [0022]) 
Referring to claim 6, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 4, wherein the allowing steps 
comprises allowing the user to add alias electronic mail addresses, (page 1, 
para. [0019] and [0020]) 
Referring to claim 7, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 3, further including the step of 
providing a record of electronic messages sent by and received by the at least 
one alias electronic mail address, (page 1, para. [0017]) 
Referring to claim 8, 
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The reference teaches the method of claim 7, further including the step of 
displaying electronic messages received by the at least one alias electronic mail 
address, (page 1, para. [0017], page 4, para.[0061]) 
Referring to claim 9, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 3, further including the step of 
providing the main electronic mail address to the user, (page 2, para. [0042], the 
reference teaches "Referring now to FIG. 3, the user enters a user name, which 
may be anything the client desires, into box 220, and an actual (physical) Email 
address already in use in EMAIL ADDRESS box 202. The user must retype his 
Email address again in box 204, as an error reduction technique.") 
Referring to claim 10, 

The reference teaches an electronic mail server configured to perform the steps 
of: (1) receiving an electronic mail message having a destination address; (2) 
comparing the destination address to addresses included in a database of main 
and alias electronic mail addresses; and (3) transmitting the electronic mail 
message to an address determined as a result of the comparing step, (page 3, 
para.[0049]). 
Referring to claim 11, 

The reference teaches the mail server of claim 10, wherein step (3) comprises: 
transmitting the electronic mail message to the destination address when the 
destination address is indicated as a main address in the database; and 
transmitting the electronic mail message to a main address when the destination 
address is indicated as an alias address corresponding to the main address in 
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the database.(page 2, para. [0040], The reference teaches that 'The Alias Email 
server will only send messages to clients registered to use the service provided 
by the Alias-Email Server.", page 3, para.[0047], The reference teaches that "It is 
generally recommended that the user create a new address whenever a new 
Website request for an Email address is made, so that the user can distinguish 
between responses from different vendors. Thus, additional alias Email 
addresses can be generated corresponding to the same user name, with or 
without different text features and TYPE selections. Thus, the database may 
contain more than one alias user record corresponding to the same user name. 
However, no two alias user records may contain the same alias Email address." 
Thus the reference teaches that user is in control of specifying to the system at 
which address the user would like to forward the incoming emails, whether it is a 
main address or an alias address corresponding to the main address.) 
Referring to claim 12, 

Claim 12 is a claim to a computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the steps of: comparing a destination address of an 
electronic mail message to addresses included in a database of main and alias 
electronic mail addresses; and readdressing the electronic mail message to a 
main address when the destination address is indicated as an alias address 
corresponding to the main address which includes the method taught by the 
reference on page 2, para[0039]. 
Referring to claim 13, 

The reference teaches an electronic mail system comprising: an electronic mail 
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server configured to perform the steps of: (1 ) receiving an electronic mail 
message having a destination address; (2) comparing the destination address to 
addresses included in a database of main and alias electronic mail addresses; 
and (3) transmitting the electronic mail message to an address determined as a 
result of the comparing step; and a computer coupled to the electronic mail 
server and including computer executable instructions that allow a user to send 
electronic mail messages from more than one electronic mail address with a 
single user interface.(page 4, para.[0015] thru [0023] and [0070] thru 0075]). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Ashok B. Patel whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-2655. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John A Follansbee can be reached on (703) 305-8498. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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